
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

HFpEF SUMMIT 2025March 20th-21st, 2025Beverly Hills, CA 
MEETING PROGRAM 

 Thursday, March 20, 2025  
7:00 am Breakfast 

7:20 – 7:30 am 
Opening Remarks and Acknowledgements 
David J. Lefer, Ph.D. and Fadi N. Salloum, Ph.D.  
HFpEF Summit Co-Chairs 

 

 

 Session 1. Novel Mechanistic Insights into HFpEF Pathology 
 

Session Co-Chair: Joshua I. Goldhaber, M.D., Cedars-Sinai Medical Center, Smidt Heart Institute 
Session Co-Chair: Keyur Shah, M.D., Virginia Commonwealth University, Pauley Heart Center 

7:30 am 
David A. Kass, M.D. 
Johns Hopkins University 
“Redefining Cardiac Pathobiology in Human HFpEF” 

8:00 am 
Timothy A. McKinsey, Ph.D.  
University of Colorado 
“Epigenetic Control of Diastolic Dysfunction” 

8:30 am 

Eduardo Marbán, M.D., Ph.D., FACC 
Cedars-Sinai, Smidt Heart Institute 
“Reversal of HFpEF Despite Persistent Obesity by a Novel Noncoding RNA 
Drug” 

9:00 am 
Traci T. Goodchild, Ph.D. 
Cedars-Sinai, Smidt Heart Institute 
“Weight Loss Independent Actions of GLP-1 Agonists in HFpEF” 

 

9:30 – 10:00 am Coffee Break and Networking 
 

 Session 2. Obesity and Cardiometabolic HFpEF 
 

Session Co-Chair: Arun Sanyal, Virginia Commonwealth University, VCU Liver Institute 
Session Co-Chair: Orian Shirihai, M.D., Ph.D., UCLA School of Medicine 

10:00 am Virginia S. Hahn, M.D. 



 
 

Johns Hopkins University 
“Single Cell Analysis of HFpEF 

10:30 am 
Thomas E. Sharp, III, Ph.D. 
University of South Florida, Morsani College of Medicine, USF Heart Institute 
“Renal Denervation to Treat Obesity-Driven HFpEF”  

11:00 am 
John W. Elrod, Ph.D.  
Temple University, Lewis Katz School of Medicine 
“Discovery of Nodal Metabolic Targets in Cardiometabolic HFpEF” 

11:30 am 
Barry A. Borlaug, M.D. 
Mayo Clinic 
“Pathophysiology and Treatment of Obesity Phenotype of HFpEF” 

 

12:00 – 1:00 pm Lunch and Presentation by: Dr. Richard Wright 
Identifying 'Constellations': Polyneuropathy and Cardiomyopathy of ATTR 

 

 Session 3. Clinical Insights into HFpEF Pathobiology 
 

Session Co–Chair: Eugenio Cingolani, M.D., Cedars-Sinai Medical Center, Smidt Heart Institute 
Session Co–Chair: Flora Sam, M.D., Eli Lilly and Company 

1:00 pm 
Nancy K. Sweitzer, M.D., Ph.D. 
Washington University, St. Louis 
“Sex, Lies, and HFpEF” 

1:30 pm 
Janet Wei, M.D. 
Cedars-Sinai, Smidt Heart Institute 
“The Intersection of Coronary Microvascular Dysfunction and HFpEF” 

2:00 pm 
Javed Butler, M.D., M.P.H, M.B.A., FACC 
Baylor Scott and White Research Institute  
“Phenotyping in HFpEF – Unrealized Promise” 

2:30 pm 
Michelle Kittleson, M.D., Ph.D. 
Cedars-Sinai, Smidt Heart Institute 
“HFpEF Mimics: Diagnostic Approach to Cardiac Amyloidosis.” 

3:00 pm 
Daniel P. Kelly, M.D. 
University of Pennsylvania 
“Metabolomic Profiling of HFpEF vs. HFrEF” 

 

Session 4. Organ Cross-Talk and Therapeutic Targets in HFpEF 
 

Session Co–Chair: Thomas M. Vondriska, Ph.D., UCLA School of Medicine 
Session Co–Chair: Lina A. Shehadeh, Ph.D., University of Miami Miller School of Medicine 

3:30 pm 
Aldons J. Lusis, Ph.D. 
UCLA School of Medicine 
“Cross Tissue Interactions in HFpEF” 

4:00 pm 
Kenneth Walsh, Ph.D. 
University of Virginia, School of Medicine 
“Clonal Hematopoiesis and its Contribution to HFpEF”  

4:30 pm Sumanth Prabhu, M.D., FACC 
Washington University, St. Louis 



 
 

“Role of Macrophages in the Pathogenesis of HFpEF” 

5:00 pm 
Russell Rogers, Ph.D. 
Cedars-Sinai, Smidt Heart Institute 
"Synergistic Effects of Semaglutide and a Noncoding RNA Drug in HFpEF" 

5:30 pm 
Jennifer Van Eyk, Ph.D. 
Cedars-Sinai, Smidt Heart Institute 
“Manipulation of the HFpEF Proteome: A Route to Therapy?” 

 

Session 5. Early Investigator – “Power Hour”  
 

Session Co–Chair: John W. Calvert, Ph.D., Emory University School of Medicine 
Session Co–Chair: Yibin Wang, Ph.D., Duke NUS Medical School 

6:05 pm 
Tanya Gromova, Ph.D. 
UCLA, Department of Anesthesiology 
“Metabolic-Epigenetic Coupling in HFpEF” 

6:15 pm 
Thassio R. Mesquita, Ph.D. 
Cedars-Sinai, Smidt Heart Institute 
“Role of FOXO-1 in Ventricular Tachycardia in HFpEF” 

6:25 pm 
Mahmoud Elbatrik, Ph.D. 
Cedars-Sinai, Smidt Heart Institute 
“Hydrogen Sulfide Therapy in Cardiometabolic HFpEF” 

6:35 pm 
Skylar A. Loeb, Ph.D. 
University of Virginia School of Medicine 
“Lymphatic Endothelial alpha globin in HFpEF” 

6:45 pm 
Justin H. Berger, M.D., Ph.D. 
University of Pennsylvania 
“Off Target Effects of SGLT2 Inhibitors in Heart Failure” 

6:55 pm 
Zhen “Andrew” Li, Ph.D. 
China Pharmaceutical University 
“Mitochondrial 3-MST and BCAA Catabolism in HFpEF” 

 

2:00 – 5:00 pm Refreshments and Light Fare 
7:30 pm Dinner 

 Friday, March 21, 2025  
 

 Session 1. Exercise Intolerance in HFpEF 
 

Session Co-Chair: Steven R. Houser, Ph.D., Temple University School of Medicine 
Session Co-Chair: Brant Isakson, Ph.D., University of Virginia, Berne Cardiovascular Center 

7:00 am Breakfast 

7:30 am 
Gregory D. Lewis, M.D.  
Massachusetts General Hospital 
“Clinical Implications of Physiologic Phenotyping of HFpEF in 2025” 

8:00 am Timothy D. Allerton, Ph.D.  



 
 

Pennington Biomedical Research Center 
“Role of Skeletal Muscle Dysfunction in Exercise Intolerance” 

8:30 am 
Payman Zamani, M.D. 
University of Pennsylvania 
“Novel Therapies for Exercise in HFpEF” 

 

9:00 – 9:30 am Coffee Break and Networking 
 

Session 2. New and Late Breaking Clinical Trial Update  
 

Session Co-Chair: Jeffrey Hsu, M.D., Ph.D., UCLA School of Medicine 
Session Co-Chair: Antonio Abbate, M.D., Ph.D., FACC, University of Virginia School of Medicine 

9:30 am 
Sanjiv Shah, M.D., Ph.D., FACC 
Northwestern University 
“Overview of HFpEF Clinical Trials” 

10:00 am 
Marat Fudim, M.D., MHS, FACC 
Duke University School of Medicine 
“Targeting Diastolic Dysfunction in HFpEF- SERCA2a Gene Therapy” 

10:30 am 
Kavita Sharma, M.D.  
The Johns Hopkins University 
"Treating Cardiometabolic Disease in HFpEF" 

11:00 am 
Lily Stern, M.D. 
Cedars-Sinai, Smidt Heart Institute 
"Update on Cardiac Amyloidosis Therapies" 

 

11:45 pm Meeting Adjournment 
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